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Coast-Modernism

The reinvention of this Balboa Island abode shows you can artfully blend beach cotlage
with modern contemporary styling. | &y Carrie Seorke Willtams |

AL a3 :"';v:n.'.gur:rt native who vicws Ballsisa (the "I"ul:‘ and “Licile™ Ballaa
Islamds, to be exace) as a place that evokes everything that makes this
corncr of the wotld charming, | have a bias when i comes to ressdeniial
redux on these e, Dem ot 2 fan u'lﬂH:l”-.!itl-g a French chateaw, nor am
I 2 fan of razing an ofiginal cottage to crect a sheck contemporary. So it
was with dismay thar, two vears ago. | wew a cleared corner lot on Lide
Balboa—on the sought-after South Baytont-—with some of the bot vicws
around. Expecting a mini-Versailles, it was to my surprise to sec something
different on the horizon, Over the next 15 months, Dwatched the bisth of
a rn:ghiri-;,uui_r modeen beach howse, and [ krnow ghat | wougkl share s
seceels with our Buverd feaders.

| areanged 2 peavate tour with Newport Beach intenior designer Anne
Michachen, With more than two decades of experience, Michaehen
leverages her education and classical training in art history, and
etvitonmental and interior deagn to create notewor thy revdences. This
PROcel Was Ao CXCopiion. '."n.l_\' clients.,, bove Mew J,"-GJ'I‘I‘.. sl AV '-”‘11;}"1'1.'
always been deawn to the seaside resore serting and alvo appreciatad the
timcles nature of i oniginad beach houses. They also are world travelers,
Wi |h-..-_-. ricoudod mn‘lu;l!hin!.: with 2 bir moee of 3 Hq‘rhi'l.lil.nn! n{l.:r;.'
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Classic Coastal-Reinvented

This began a colliboration between Michachen, her chents, aechicd
Robcre Sinclair and builder Ray Lewis, all of whom shared acommon goal:
Reinvent the classic beach hivuse, in this cae by elevaring irs clegance while
preserving s charm, and adding a dow of madernim 1o appeal to the
stylih sensibilitices of its owners. The home's exterior immediately comvens
|FI1.' R F e Y -:1»!. Ih b !T..n.l‘l. |‘1u|:| '.-l.'!'lru h.!'l.'fli Itl.l.\l‘:l-.:p. !';Hl:u!i1 |}: fl;ul‘:w\. H[Lfl\ii
white clapboand (set horrontally and chine cogether, in the traditonal seyle)
adjoin expanses of wirkows. And 2 wwath of Cape Codl-mects-Sol o gray
wirapns the home's madvecteon, hinging ot @« modern heare. A justapoation « o
Lindswcape matcriab, from Newport Beachs Beadget Skinner, abo undetcores
the interection of traditional and congemporary. Flowing beach grasees frame
the eeadence s fromt, while oenamental trees and soulpead rounds of boxwoad
Hank the steeet. The unifying clement? Sheer simplicity.

What isn't wemple, bat is truly areful, i the balance thar Michaclen
has cecated, I'nl.'l-:lm!.: ol and mew, teaditonal and modern, beach -Iﬁili,l.l:l'.
The dichotsmics crcate an engagement in the environment here, "A linde
confunion is pood.” says the devdgner. "l keops poople pueving, "I it old?
s it mew?™
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What's Old is New Again
MNodt 1o the previous home's provenance are
evident in this entirely new abisde, iﬂil-l.!l\!‘lnl;:
the use of the otiginal wood beams as mansch
for the seone fireplaces in the biving room and
om the rooftop terrace, These beams are echood
on the living room ceiling, cecating a seaide
ambicnce that is further polishesd by the washed
linen draperics embellished by hand-ainching
done by the same artians who sew bor [ior,
Okl and new continue 1o collide in the
upstairs master sitting room and othce, which
offer vicws of the harbor, main channcl, Balboa
Pavilion amd the ofean h::-'u}ml. Heee, glavs
trom recycled bottles finds 2 new home as
hreplace clidding, In the master bath, custom
takies on 2 Venetian vanity mireor and vintage-
irapired chrome sconces involkie Ofd World and
mid 2th century design,

Ship to Shore

The idea of heirloom elements s carried subedy
through the home, w0 av not to tip the walev oo
much in favor of 2 quintesential beach cotrage
and thus upsct the coat-modern balance, In
maont Casex, the modern “heitdooms™ are used
1o refer to the home's nautical setting, with
custom sconces on the living room bookcases
from Lanters Masters, which bhearken ship
lighting. And. in the lving room, a pair of
wood -and-rope Belgian lounge chairs from
Mimi London honots the harbortiont home
i 2 COntemPorary way.

Ovther allasions 1o coatal liviag are made
with the home's color paletie and Bnishes. The
Dutchatvle frome door is crafted in 2 texture
anad hise that recalls sea-tosned drifewood. This
play on woods aho i soon an the wet bar and
in the plank fooring on the reidence’s second
bevel. Im the kischen, an artivan-crafted mosaic
glaws backsplavh s composed in hues of sea and
sky, and cabinets are fronted in sandblisved
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glass that recalls wa shedashore trcasurcs.
This sandblaveed gluh iv used in the intcrior
doors and on neighbor-facing windoas o let
in fileered sunlighe, while allowing for privacy.

In the living room, a Scagrass limewone
floot—custom-honed in laaly—has been
distressed o feel divine underfoor as well s
to display the fosilized shells buried within.
This motif continues on the thied-level roof
teerace, which festures hﬂdp:inlf:d tile Hoors
that shimmer with bits of crushed shells and 2
plant clamahell sink in the powder room,

*The use of materials and coloes thar
reference the homes incomparable secting
on Newport Harbor serves to draw your eves
continuously outwand, through the home, 1o
the spoctacular views,” says Michachen.

Rooms With a View

This revidence is reverent 1o its breathuaking
vicws, honoring them through intelligem
davign. On the main kevel. an open Hoor plan
mCIging the living room with the ﬁ.:-:-tr arad
cat-in kitchen allows the views 1o be enjoyed
from all of thowe spaces. Making the svoring
of the wenery even more scambess are two
walls of glass that open from the living room
to the bavfront ecerace, creating a Larnge indooe/
outdoor space bor entertaining.

But the pitce de résintance of thin goan-
evodern abode is i thind-kevel roofop errace—
an amenity that wawnt allowad on Ballos wmil
recently. Designed 1o funcrion as an outdoor
aparement, the terrace encompaaes 2 Moroccan
daybed, a kischen, a living room with a stone
Becplace and 2 bathroom —and boases views thae
streech from CdAM o the jetty, from Fashion
Tiland to thee Fralbona Povibion, avald from ihe Main
Channcl w0 Cataling. lt's somchow appeopriate
that this home was among the first wo capitalize
on these 360 -dagree views. Afterall, it represents
the classic beach house coming full circle. B
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What is truly artful about
this residence is the
balance interior designer
Anne Michaelsen has
created, melding old and
new, traditional and
modern, beach and city.
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